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On May 1, the Nicaraguan Defense Ministry reported that the contras had suffered 24 casualties
in the past five days in fighting within the central and northern regions of the country. Battle sites
included the northeast of Bocana de Paiwas, Quilali in Nueva Segovia department, and southeast
of San Antonio de las Cuchillas in Jinotega department, bordering on Honduras. A total of 22
Sandinista troops were counted as casualties in fighting throughout the sector, which extends from
the east of the Blanco River, and southwest of San Pedro del Norte in Zelaya department. (PRENSA
LATINA, 05/01/87) In an interview published May 4 in the FSLN newspaper BARRICADA, Lt. Col.
Manuel Salvatierra, chief of the sixth military region (Matagalpa and Jinotega departments), said
the contras suffered 300 casualties during the month of April during their "spring offensive" in
northern Nicaragua. According to Salvatierra, April brought the highest monthly number of contra
casualties ever registered in the sixth region. The contras' objective of penetrating into southern
Jinotega and northern San Isidro departments were thwarted. They retreated to the mountainous
terrain of Kilambre. He said it is impossible for them to operate in populated areas, and kidnap
peasants in attempts to compensate for losses in their 2,000-man force. The shortage of personnel,
he said, is one of the contras' greatest weaknesses. They have been forced to operate with relief
forces from Honduras after their infiltrations last December and January. Salvatierra said that the
terrorist campaigns against the civilian population caused 29 dead and wounded as well as an attack
on the Muy-muy dairy cooperative, in addition to the death of US citizen Benjamin Linder.
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